
2017-18
THE IMPACT OF YOUR SUPPORT

As we continue to commemorate The Cleveland Orchestra’s centennial, 
fresh from wonderful summer celebrations of Blossom Music Center’s 
50th Anniversary and our special 100th birthday edition of the annual 
Star-Spangled Spectacular, we want to say thank you. As a generous 
member of our Cleveland Orchestra family, you have made possible the 
past century of extraordinary musical experiences and service to our 
Northeast Ohio community. We are so grateful. 

Thanks to you, and thousands of other individuals, corporations, and 
foundations, The Cleveland Orchestra touched the lives of more than 
400,000 people across Northeast Ohio and beyond this past year. Here 
is a quick look at some of the unforgettable experiences you helped 
bring to life during our 2017-18 Centennial Season. 
 



MISSION

The Cleveland Orchestra 
inspires and enriches lives 
by creating extraordinary 

musical experiences 
at the highest level of 

artistic excellence.

CLEVELAND PRIDE ON THE WORLD STAGE

people in Northeast Ohio and beyond were 
inspired by The Cleveland Orchestra last year.  

2017-18
HIGHLIGHTS

fans engaged with The Cleveland Orchestra 
outside the concert hall via Facebook, Twitter, 
and other social media outlets. 

people have experienced 
the Orchestra across 
three decades of free 
performances. Each year 
since 1989, The Cleveland 
Orchestra has presented a 
free community concert in 
downtown Cleveland, with the 
July 6, 2018, event acting as 
the Orchestra’s public 100th 
birthday celebration.

years as Cleveland’s 
hometown orchestra 
and Northeast Ohio’s 
proud ambassador 
to the world. 

200,000

3 MILLION

100

400,000 

Driven by your generosity, our 
100th season showcased an ongoing 
commitment to creativity, innovation, 
and exceptional musical experiences. 

Here are just a handful of the many 
musical highlights you helped make 
happen this past year… 

Through a series of “Around the 
Region” concerts and programs in 
Cuyahoga, Franklin, Lake, Lorain, 
Medina, and Summit counties, The 
Cleveland Orchestra brought music 
to the community, celebrating not 
only our centennial but our gratitude 
for our strong, longstanding 
relationship with people all across 
Northeast Ohio. 

In April 2018, legendary 
composer John Williams led 
the Orchestra in a special 
program featuring music from 
his celebrated and much-
beloved film scores, as well as 
a trumpet concerto written for 
The Cleveland Orchestra and 
principal trumpet Michael Sachs.

THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA’S 100TH SEASON



ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE

extraordinary 
performances were 
shared with audiences 
across Northeast Ohio. 
The Cleveland Orchestra 
presents a wide range 
of musical experiences 
each year at Severance 
Hall, Blossom Music 
Center, and throughout 
our community. 

encore performances of an innovative and revolutionary 
production of Janáček’s opera The Cunning Little Vixen 
captivated audiences at home and in Europe. The 
two performances in Austria in October made history 
by presenting Vixen as the first fully-staged opera in 
Vienna’s famed Musikverein.

Beethoven symphonies 
were performed across 
three continents as part 
of the boldly ambitious 

Prometheus Project. Music 
Director Franz Welser-Möst 
and the Orchestra concluded 
the centennial season with 
this groundbreaking festival in 
Cleveland, Vienna, and Tokyo. 
The grand finale project 
highlighted the season’s themes 
of truth and justice, everyday 
heroes, and how we can make 
the world a better place.

EDUCATION

3 MILLION 150

3

9

The annual free Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Celebration Concert 
in January 2018 celebrated the 
life and legacy of the civil rights 
leader in the 50th anniversary 
year of his tragic death. Music 
Director Franz Welser-Möst 
conducted this special concert, 
which was recorded and 
telecast on ideastream. 

As part of our wide-reaching 
education programs, Cleveland 
Orchestra musicians showcased 
individual orchestral instruments 
for more than 10,500 of our 
youngest audience members 
through Musical Rainbows 
concerts for children ages 3 to 6.

young musicians 
performed as 
members of 
the Cleveland 

Orchestra Youth Orchestra and 
Cleveland Orchestra Youth Chorus 
under the direction of Music 
Director Vinay Parameswaran for 
legislators in the Ohio Statehouse 
as part of Arts Advocacy Day 
in March 2018 to illustrate the 
importance of music as part of a 
well-rounded education for all. 

175

class visits, 
performances, 
and coachings 
by Cleveland 

Orchestra musicians as part 
of a unique collaboration with 
Cleveland School of the Arts 
to create an interdisciplinary 
Education Concert, “Beethoven 
& Prometheus: A Hero’s Journey,” 
featuring student work and 
performances in visual and 
literary arts, dance, music, drama, 
science, and social studies.
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IN THE COMMUNITY




