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Tea Guide
2019/20 Education
Concerts

Vinay Parameswaran
conductor

Dear Teachers,

Welcome to The Cleveland Orchestra’s
2019/20 season of Education Concerts!
In order to ensure everyone’s comfort and enjoyment during the concert, we ask that you
please follow these simple guidelines:
• Plan to arrive at the concert hall 30 minutes prior to concert time.
The ushers seatingyour group will seat more than 2,000 students per concert, so ample
time is required andappreciated. All concerts take place at Severance Hall, 11001 Euclid
Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 44106, in University Circle.
• University Circle Police will be providing a letter outlining the designated “Bus Route”
for Education Concerts at Severance Hall.
Please make sure your transportation coordinator reviews this before getting on the road.
• School Group Leaders: (1) Have your Group Ticket ready which identifies your school and
seat assignment; (2) Obtain a “dismissal number” (from Severance Hall bus greeters) as
your bus arrives which will be used during the Systematic Dismissal Process to ensure an
orderly departure. We constantly refine the procedure based on your comments to make
it faster and more efficient.
• No food, drink, gum chewing, cameras, audio or video equipment are allowed inside the
concert hall. Cellphones must be turned off, or set to “silent.”
• Have students visit the restrooms before the concert begins. This is extremely important.
Since there is no intermission (concert duration is less than 1 hour), it is not possible for
students to visit the restrooms during the performance without disturbing others. If an
emergency exists, please notify an usher. Students must be accompanied to restrooms by
an adult.
• Chaperones are responsible for the conduct of their students and should plan to sit
among the children rather than on the aisle or next to another adult. We recommend at
least one chaperone for every 15-20 students. Students should know in advance that they
will be required to sit quietly in their seats for a fairly long time.
Thank you for your cooperation! If you have questions about these or any other aspects of The
Cleveland Orchestra’s Education Concerts, please feel free to call the Orchestra’s Education
Department at (216) 231-7349. Enjoy the concert, and thank you for bringing your students
to Severance Hall!

Joan Katz Napoli
Director, Education and Community Programs
The Cleveland Orchestra

Sandra Jones
Manager, Education and Family Concerts
The Cleveland Orchestra
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Checklist to Prepare for Education Concerts
The Cleveland Orchestra’s Education Department provides schools with teaching tools to assist in preparing
students for and enhancing their enjoyment of Education Concerts. The Score student newspaper and
Teacher’s Guide are provided free to schools.

Pass out The Score Student Newspaper
The Score, a special newspaper for students attending
Education Concerts, provides feature stories about the
Orchestra, background information on composers and
musical selections, Fan Mail (student letters), information
on how to audition for Cleveland Orchestra Youth
Ensembles, this season’s Family Concerts, and more!

Use the Online Playlists
The online playlist of the concert music to be featured in Education Concerts provides a con
venient way to familiarize students with the concert music. To access resources online go to
clevelandorchestra.com, click on Education & Community, Education and Community, Field Trips, then
scroll down to Education Concerts Resources.
Go to online playlist anytime, for example, in the morning before class begins, during recess or lunch,
or while students are packing up to go home. Any exposure will help kids become familiar with the
music and enjoy the concert more.

Check out the Teaching Ideas and Orchestral Instruments
This Teacher Guide includes repertoire-specific and curriculum-linked teaching ideas and classroom
activities, plus a 5-page spread on the instruments of the orchestra.

Surf the Web for Music Education Resources
Here are a few sites that will be of interest –
• ClassicsForKids.org
• dsokids.com
• nyphilkids.org
• sfskids.org
• sphinxkids.org
• fromthetop.org
• kusc.org/culture/kids
• clevelandorchestra.com/education-and-community
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Reflection Section
Language Arts Connection for Grades 3-5
Ask students to send Fan Letters to The Cleveland Orchestra describing
their Education Concert experience.
• Which piece of music did you like best?
• How did the music make you feel?
• What was your favorite instrument?

Visual Arts Connection for All Grades
After the concert, have students draw or paint a picture of what
they saw (orchestra musicians, conductor, Severance Hall) or how
the music made them feel. We often showcase student artwork in
displays or in our publications.

Writing Prompts for Grades 6-8
Ask students to write their own music review of the concert they
attended. To help them reflect on the difference between fact writing and opinion writing pieces,
they can analyze and compare the components and structure of a factual news story vs. a music review
(visit www.cleveland.com/musicdance for articles and reviews of the latest arts and culture events
around Cleveland). Students should use the following guidelines when writing their review:
• Begin by stating their overall opinion of the performance
• Include basic event information (who, what, where, when, why of the concert)
• Identify reasons to support their opinion directly from their experience as an audience member
• Maintain an objective tone and coherently link reasons supporting their opinion
• Provide a concluding statement

Send fan letters, music reviews and artwork,
including name, grade, and school to:
The Cleveland Orchestra
Education & Community Programs Department
Severance Hall
11001 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44106.

© 2019, Musical Arts Association. Pages may be photocopied by schools for educational use.
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THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA

Education Concerts for Grades 3-5
October 29 - November 1, 2019

Music That Tells a Story
The Cleveland Orchestra
Vinay Parameswaran,
conductor
Severance Hall

VINAY PARAMESWARAN

WAGNER

“The Ride of the Valkyries”
from Die Walküre

SAINT-SAËNS

Danse macabre

MUSSORGSKY Night on Bald Mountain
PROKOFIEV

Midnight from Cinderella

GRIEG

“In the Hall of the Mountain
King” from Peer Gynt

GOUNOD

Funeral March of a Marionette

WILLIAMS

“The Imperial March”
(Darth Vader’s Theme)
from Star Wars: The Empire
Strikes Back

How do you tell a story without words? With
music of course! And the week of Halloween
provides a perfect backdrop for musical
storytelling for students in Grades 3-5.
Classical music that tells a story is sometimes
called ‘program music.’ The composer
carefully selects the instruments and writes
the music to depict a story in sound, while
we use our imaginations to create the story’s
visual images. Imagine mythological warriors
on flying horses, dancing skeletons, evil
witches, familiar fairytales, trolls, futuristic
villains, and more, in Music That Tells a Story.
All artists and programs are subject to change.

Please Note: Education Concerts are approximately one hour in length. Programs are subject to change. Due to time constraints, the
musical selections played on Cleveland Orchestra Education Concerts are, in many cases, excerpts from larger works. It is our goal to
present a wide range of classical music of the highest artistic quality for you and your students within the time parameters imposed.
We encourage you to enjoy the full works with your students whenever possible. Happy listening!
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CLASSROOM TEACHING IDEAS FOR GRADES 3-5

MUSIC THAT TELLS A STORY!

Classroom Teaching Ideas for Grades 3-5
Composers get their ideas or inspiration from many sources, including literature, drama, nature and more.
Composers may set an existing story to music, or may create a musical story of their own using a combination
of rhythm, melody, harmony, and instrumentation to tell a story. To help students get ready for this concert:

Know The Score!
Have students read The Score student newspaper which describes the musical selections on this concert.
Your school will receive printed copies of The Score for each student attending. The Score is also available in
PDF form online at www.clevelandorchestra.com/Education-and-Community/education-educators-in-school

Listen to the Music!
Listen to the music playlist containing pieces to be featured on this one-hour Education Concert. www.
clevelandorchestra.com/Education-and-Community/education-educators-in-school Try playing a selection
from the playlist daily – as students are entering the classroom in the morning, getting ready to depart for
the day, or during designated listening time. The more familiar students are with the music, the more they
will enjoy the concert. After listening to several pieces, ask students which pieces they are most looking
forward to hearing on the concert, and why.

Play the Match Game

Put a list of the story lines from the concert pieces on a poster. As you listen to the concert CD, ask the
students to listen and see if they can match the stories with the correct music, and then have them give
reasons why. (Be sure to emphasize that telling a story in music is not as exact as when words are used,
so they may think a story line could go with more than one piece—and that’s fine!).
The storylines:
Warrior goddesses riding winged horses in the sky (Wagner: Ride of the Valkyries)
“Death” appears at midnight on Halloween, playing a tune to raise the dead/skeletons from their
graves (Saint-Saens: Danse macabre)
Spooky witches conjure up the devil on a barren mountaintop. (Mussorgsky: Night on Bald Mountain)
The clock strikes midnight and Cinderella runs away from the Ball (Prokofiev: Cinderella Suite)
A young man is surrounded by trolls and ghouls (Grieg: In the Hall of the Mountain King, from Peer Gynt)
Funeral procession for a puppet that ‘dies’ in a duel (Gounod: Funeral March of a Marionette)
Darth Vader’s Theme (Williams: “The Imperial March” from Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back)

Create a Sound Story

Have your students create sound stories, that is, a story without words or actions, only sounds. For
example, a sound story titled “Morning Rush” might include the following sequence of sounds: a clock
ticking with someone snoring, an alarm going off, a yawn, patting of feet going to the bathroom,
unscrewing a toothpaste lid, squeezing it out, brushing, turning on water and rinsing, and so on. After
doing one as a class, divide into small groups, secretly create new sound stories, perform them and see if
the class can guess the story. As with musical stories, the students may think they are something different
than the composers intended. That will add to the fun!
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CLASSROOM TEACHING IDEAS FOR GRADES 3-5

MUSIC THAT TELLS A STORY!

“Draw” the Music
Have the students listen to "Ride of the Valkyries" and have them draw a picture of how the dramatic
music unfolds over time. Have them "perform" their drawings to the music for one another.

Have Fun with Movie Music!
The song, “Hair-Up” from the movie, “Trolls” uses the theme from Grieg’s “In the Hall of the Mountain
King” from Peer Gynt (also a story about trolls)! Play “In the Hall of the Mountain King” several times (or
repeat over several days). Then, once they are familiar with the theme, surprise students with “Hair Up.”
Ask the students what they notice about the music. See if they make the connection! This concert also
includes the Imperial March from Star Wars (Darth Vader’s theme). Find the music on the playlist (or on
YouTube) and have the students see how many instruments they can identify.

Make a Time Line
Have students research each of the composers on the concert (when did each live, where; add historical
footnotes as appropriate). There are many, many resources online or in your school library. Have
students make a ‘poster’ for each composer and put them in order around the room by birthdate. Note
the country each composer is from. Are any from the same country? What was going on in the world
during their lives?

After the Concert.
Ask the students to share their thoughts about the concert, the music, how well the stories matched
the music, the difference between listening to recorded music and a live performance, The Cleveland
Orchestra, the conductor and Severance Hall. Have them write a letter or draw a picture and submit it to
The Score student newspaper (directions inside).
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CLASSROOM TEACHING IDEAS FOR GRADES 3-5

MUSIC THAT TELLS A STORY!

Curriculum Connections
Ohio Learning Standards - Grades 3-5
English Language Arts

Fine Arts/Music

Key Ideas and Details:

Perceiving/Knowing/Creating

• Describe characters in a story (e.g., their
traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain
how their actions contribute to the sequence
of events.

• Visually and aurally, identify the four families of
orchestral instruments.

• Describe in depth a character, setting,
or event in a story or drama, drawing on
specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions).

• Listen to and identify the music of different
composers of world cultures.

• Compare and contrast two or more
characters, settings, or events in a story or
drama, drawing on specific details in the text
(e.g., how characters interact).

• Listen, identify and respond to music of different
composers and world cultures.

Integration of Knowledge
and Ideas

Producing/Performing

• Make connections between the text of
a story or drama and a visual or oral
presentation of the text, identifying where
each version reflects specific descriptions
and directions in the text.
• Analyze how visual and multimedia elements
contribute to the meaning, tone, mood,
or appeal of a text (e.g., graphic novel,
multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale,
myth, poem)

• Identify and discriminate between sounds produced
by various instruments and the human voice.

• Identify careers in music including composing,
performing and conducting

• Discuss the lives and times of composers from
various historical periods.

• Attend live performances and demonstrate
appropriate audience etiquette

Responding/Reflecting
• Develop criteria to evaluate the quality and
effectiveness of music performances and
compositions including their own.
• Reflect on a variety of live or recorded music
performances
• Explain how the elements and subject matter of
music connect with disciplines outside the arts.
• Notice and describe what they hear in selected
pieces of music and compare their responses to
those of others.
• Explain personal preferences for specific musical
selections using music vocabulary.
• Evaluate audience etiquette associated with various
musical performances and venue
• Consider and articulate the influence of technology
on music careers.
• Analyze music in terms of how it communicates
words, feelings, moods or images.
7

THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA

Education Concerts for Grades 6-8
February 11-14, 2020

Beethoven
The Man and His Music
The Cleveland Orchestra
Vinay Parameswaran, conductor
Severance Hall

VINAY PARAMESWARAN

Beethoven’s music continues to form one of the
cornerstones of concert repertoire more than 200
years after it was written. Beethoven’s sheer genius
and musical inventiveness was way ahead of its
time, and he ‘changed the rules’ of classical music
forever. Knowing the context in which the music was
written, who Beethoven was influenced by, and who
he influenced in return, illuminates our understanding
of the music and the man. Brief appearances ‘by
Beethoven’ in between selections will guide students
on this fascinating musical journey of creativity,
tragedy, love, despair, and hope.

Concert includes excerpts from
HAYDN

Surprise Symphony,
Movement 2

BEETHOVEN

Symphony No. 2, Finale

BEETHOVEN

Symphony No. 5,
Movement 1

BEETHOVEN

Leonore Overture No. 3

BEETHOVEN

Symphony No. 8,
Movement 2

BEETHOVEN

Symphony No. 9,
Finale

BRAHMS

Symphony No. 1, Finale

All artists and programs are subject to change.
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Please Note: Education Concerts are approximately one hour in length. Programs are subject to change. Due to time constraints, the
musical selections played on Cleveland Orchestra Education Concerts are, in many cases, excerpts from larger works. It is our goal to
present a wide range of classical music of the highest artistic quality for you and your students within the time parameters imposed.
We encourage you to enjoy the full works with your students whenever possible. Happy listening!

CLASSROOM TEACHING IDEAS FOR GRADES 6-8

BEETHOVEN: THE MAN AND HIS MUSIC

Classroom Teaching Ideas for Grades 6-8
Know The Score!

Have students read The Score student newspaper which describes Beethoven’s life and each of the musical
selections on this concert. Your school will receive printed copies of The Score for each student. The Score
is also available in PDF form online at www.clevelandorchestra.com/Education-and-Community/educationeducators-in-school.

Listen to the Music!

Listen to the music playlist (www.clevelandorchestra.com/Education-and-Community/educationeducators-in-school) containing pieces to be featured on this one-hour Education Concert.
Try playing a selection from the playlist daily – as students are entering the classroom in the morning,
getting ready to depart for the day, or during designated listening time. The more familiar students are
with the music, the more they will enjoy the concert. After listening to several pieces, ask students which
pieces they are most looking forward to hearing on the concert, and why.

Got the time (line)?

Create a timeline covering the period of Beethoven’s life, 1770-1827. Have students research events,
people, artists, discoveries, transportation, means of communication, wars – any interesting facts they
come upon – and write them in the appropriate time period.
Some places to start:
• American and French revolutions

• Edgar Allen Poe

• rise of industry

• Tecumseh

• gas lights

• Hans Christian Anderson

• telegraph

• Eli Whitney

• electric motor

• Robert Fulton

• steam locomotives

• Louis Daguerre

• steamships

• Michael Faraday

• George Washington

• Samuel Morse

• Thomas Paine

• John Adams

• Goethe

• Simon Bolivar

• Jane Austen

• Thomas Jefferson

• Mozart and Haydn

• Napoleon
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CLASSROOM TEACHING IDEAS FOR GRADES 6-8

BEETHOVEN: THE MAN AND HIS MUSIC

Discuss How to Overcome Obstacles:
Beethoven struggled with deafness throughout his life but continued to write music. Ask students to come
up with strategies to overcome obstacles by completing the tasks below. Discuss with students how they
were able to succeed without using one of their senses.

Sense of hearing
Students will discover they have the amazing capacity to “think in sound” which is how Beethoven was
able to continue to compose after his hearing was gone
• Starting at the same time, have students think Happy Birthday to You and raise their hands when they
finish. Discuss: Why did so many hands go up at different times?
• Ask students to think of their favorite song, gradually adding in more details such as drums or
background singers. Discuss: How much of the music were you able to hear in your head?
• Ask the students to think of other ways to experiment with ‘thinking in sound.’

Sense of sight
1. Ask students to take out a blank sheet of paper and a pencil.
2. Have students close their eyes and keep them closed for the duration of the activity.
3. Ask students to write their name on the paper (with their eyes closed!), then lift their pencil and try to
trace over the name they just wrote, still with their eyes closed.
4. Ask students how well they did. What strategies could they use to trace their name more accurately?
Try the activity again and see if those strategies work.

Language and communication
1. Ask students to pair up with the person next to them, and take turns answering these questions
without speaking or writing the answer on a piece of paper.
a. What did you have for dinner last night?
b. What do you like to do on the weekends?
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CLASSROOM TEACHING IDEAS FOR GRADES 6-8

BEETHOVEN: THE MAN AND HIS MUSIC

Curriculum Connections
Ohio Learning Standards - Grades 6-8
Music
Perceiving/Knowing/Creating
• Listen to, identify, and respond to music of different composers, historical periods and world cultures
• Identify elements of music including tonality, dynamics, tempo and meter, using music vocabulary
• Describe the roles of musicians in various music settings
• Identify components of larger music works (e.g. symphony, mass, concerto).

Producing/Performing
• Attend live performances and demonstrate appropriate audience etiquette.

Responding/Reflecting
• Apply multiple criteria to evaluate quality and effectiveness of music performance and composition.
• Compare and contrast a varied repertoire of music on the basis of how elements of music are used to
create meaning and expression.
• Compare and contrast selected composers and their works.
• Apply criteria based on elements of music to support personal preferences for specific musical works.
• Compare common terms and contrasting definitions used for various artistic elements used in music
and other art forms.
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THE INSTRUMENTS
OF THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
STRINGS
Harp
Double
Bass

Cello
Violin

Viola

WOODWINDS
Flute

Clarinet
Saxophone

Contrabassoon
Tuba

Piccolo

Oboe

Bassoon Bass clarinet English horn

BRASS
Trumpet

French Horn

Trombone

PERCUSSION
Gong

Timpani

Triangle

Castanets
Maracas

Snare
Drum
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Bass Drum

Cymbals

Tambourine

Piano

Sensational Strings!

Historians think that the first instrument in the string family was developed from the caveman’s hunting
bow. In the string family, sound is made by plucking, strumming or drawing a bow across the strings. The
harp has 47 strings and pedals to add flats and sharps!

wooden bow
chin rest

horse hair
fancy scroll

finger board
neck

strings vibrate
to make sound
(plucked or
bowed)

tail piece
anchors
the strings

violin

bridge holds
strings up so
they can vibrate
freely

viola

cello

one tuning peg
for each string

hollow body
amplifies
the sound

double
bass

harp

pedals for
flats and
sharps
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Wondrous Woodwinds!

The first woodwind instrument may have been created by blowing through a blade of grass or an old
animal bone. The first woodwinds had open holes that needed to be covered by your fingers. Eventually,
inventors added a system of metal keys that would cover more than one hole at a time. The three types
of woodwinds are (1) those which you blow across an open hole to make sound; (2) those with a single
wooden reed on the mouthpiece; and (3) those with two small wooden reeds tied together called double
reeds. In the last two kinds, the reeds vibrate to make sound.

Air-only
Woodwinds

piccolo

flute

Single Reed Woodwinds

reed
ligature
holds it on

Double Reed Woodwinds
first reed
second reed

tied together
with thread

14

oboe

English horn bassoon contrabassoon

Brilliant Brass!

Ancient brass instruments were made of bone or an animal’s horn. Today they are made of metal. Brass
players create sound by buzzing their lips into the metal mouthpiece. They play different notes by tightening
and loosening their lips, and by pressing down valves (or in the case of the trombone, by moving the slide
in and out!).
player buzzes lips
through metal mouth
piece to start vibration
of the air inside

hollow tubing
large bell
at end
amplifies
the sound

valves add extra
tubing to change
pitch

made of brass
or other metal

shiny

trumpet

French
horn

slide moves to
change pitch

tuba

trombone
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Power Packed Percussion!

The percussion instruments provide the orchestra with accents, rhythms and special sounds. Force is
required to make the instruments vibrate. Sound is produced by striking, hitting, scraping, shaking,
rubbing or tapping the instruments with a stick, mallet, beater or a hand! There are two kinds of percussion
instruments: 1) instruments like the timpani which can play a melody; and 2) those like the snare drum,
which make only one pitch.

Tunable instruments
that can play a melody

timpani

Instruments that
make one pitch

foot pedal
to change
pitch

gong
triangle

piano
maracas
snare drum

castanets
cymbals

chimes

celesta
tambourine

xylophone
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bass drum

HARP

1ST VIOLINS

2ND VIOLINS

PIANO

CLARINETS
OBOES

CONDUCTOR

TRUMPETS

PERCUSSION

FLUTES

FRENCH HORNS

THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA SEATING CHART

CELLOS

VIOLAS

TROMBONES

BASSES

BASSOONS

TUBA
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