
Take the A Train
Learning Objective: Students will gather information about various 
instruments in Duke Ellington’s ensemble through listening and write an 
informational text.

ACTIVITY (25-30 minutes)

1. Listen to “Take the A Train.”

2. Show an instrument family poster and while listening to the music video again, 
ask the class which instruments were present in “Take the A Train” (i.e. piano, 
bass, trumpet, trombone). Are there any instruments in the jazz orchestra that 
are not in the symphony orchestra (i.e. saxophone, drum set, voice)?  

3. Talk about the four different families of orchestral instruments (i.e. brass, 
percussion, strings, woodwind) and their physical properties and sound. 
Categorize the instruments of Duke Ellington’s band into the four families of 
instruments: 

 Family Instruments

 Strings Double bass, guitar

 Percussion Drum set, piano 

 Brass Trumpet, trombone

 Woodwind Saxophone (looks like brass, but uses a single reed  
 rather than a buzzing lips through a mouthpiece)

4. Have the students draw the instrument they like the most. 

5. Using informational texts in encyclopedias or the Internet, ask the students to 
research and write three to five sentences describing their particular instrument, 
including information on the instrument family, its sounds, uses, variations, 
range, etc. In this paragraph, ask them to use linking words (also, another, 
and, more, but) in their descriptions to connect ideas within the categories of 
information. Conclude the paragraph with an explanation of why the properties 
of their chosen instrument makes it their favorite.

REFLECTION
1. Can the student identify four families of orchestral instruments?

2. Was the student able to categorize the instruments of Duke Ellington’s band 
into the four instrumental families?

3. Did the student research a topic and develop facts about their topic through 
writing?
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MATERIALS & SETUP
• Music: “Take the A Train” 

by Duke Ellington

• Instrument family poster 

• Research materials 
(books, computer lab, etc.)

• Pencil/Paper

CONNECTIONS TO  
OH STANDARDS

FINE ARTS

• 1CE Visually and aurally, 
identify the four families of 
orchestral instruments.

• 2CE Identify and 
discriminate between 
sounds produced by 
various instruments and 
the human voice.

LANGUAGE ARTS
• W.3.2 Write informative/

explanatory texts to ex-
amine a topic and convey 
ideas and information 
clearly.

a. Introduce a topic 
and group related 
information together; 
include illustrations to 
aid comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with 
facts, definitions, and 
details.

c. Use linking words and 
phrases (e.g., also, an-
other, and, more, but) to 
connect ideas within cat-
egories of information.

d. Provide a concluding 
statement or section.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cb2w2m1JmCY

