
Civic Participation
Learning Objective: Students will understand that every American 
individual has a part to play in civic responsibility using Beethoven as a role 
model.

ACTIVITY (20-25 minutes)
1. Ask the students about significant social movements that have shaped American 

history. (Civil Rights, Suffragist, Occupy, Environmental Justice, Disability Rights, 
March for Our Lives, etc.)

2. What is civic engagement and why is it important? (Each individual working to 
protect public values or make a difference for the public.)

3. What are some other types of civic engagement other than political protesting? 
(Serving the community through non-profits, running for office, organizing a 
community event, contacting state legislature, etc.) Every American individual has 
a role to play in bettering society and our Constitution guarantees us freedom of 
speech to do so.

4. Just like each one of us has civic responsibility, musicians have also played a 
part in shaping history. At the turn of the 19th century, Beethoven was a great 
admirer of Napoleon Bonaparte and even dedicated his Third Symphony to the 
great French leader who had rose to prominence during the French Revolution 
by destroying feudalism. However, when Napoleon crowned himself emperor, 
Beethoven, in a fit of rage, scratched out his dedication and renamed the 
symphony the “Eroica Symphony, in memory of a great man.” Tell students eroica 
means heroic.

5. Play a few minutes of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 3.

6. Discuss how the symphony sounds. What message was Beethoven trying to 
convey? How does he use musical elements such as instrumentation, dynamics, 
and tempo to convey his message? How can we use music today to make a 
difference?

7. As a class, discuss issues that students care about. How might the students 
become informed? (Know your state representatives and senators, research news 
articles, track bills) What are some next steps? (Email or call representative’s 
office)

REFLECTION
1. Can the student name different political protest movements?

2. Did the student engage in discussions about civic engagement?

3. Did the student understand that music can be used in civic engagement?

GRADE 4
THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA

THE
C L E V E L A N D  O R C H E S T R A

MATERIALS & SETUP
• Music: Symphony 

No. 3, Op. 55 
by Ludwig van 
Beethoven

CONNECTIONS TO  
OH STANDARDS

FINE ARTS

• 4CE Discuss the 
lives and times of 
composers from 
various historical 
periods.

SOCIAL STUDIES
• 15. Individuals 

have a variety of 
opportunities to 
participate in and 
influence their 
state and national 
government. 
Citizens have 
both rights and 
responsibilities in 
Ohio and the United 
States.

• 16. Civic 
participation 
requires individuals 
to make informed 
and reasoned 
decisions by 
accessing and 
using information 
effectively

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1WidFjG4WE&feature=youtu.be&t=1
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