
Tubular Perspectives
Learning Objective: Students will compare and contrast culture through 
music in the Western Hemisphere, and strengthen map reading and 
geography skills.

ACTIVITY (45-50 minutes)

1. Discuss the origins of musical instruments: Throughout history, people from 
all over the world have made instruments. Only a handful of the thousands 
of cultures that have been discovered have not done so. Music and musical 
instruments seem to be a part of what makes humans unique. People have 
created instruments using materials in their environment. What kinds of 
materials from the environment might instruments be made of (wood, stones, 
skins from animals, plants, etc.)?

2. Continue the discussion: Ethnomusicologists (people who study cultures by 
investigating their music and musical instruments) indicate that the primary 
sources of inspiration for music and musical instruments across many cultures 
are the sounds of nature and of the human body—things we all share. What are 
natural sounds that might be sources of inspiration (birds, trees, water, clapping, 
etc.)?

3. As an example of similarities in music across cultures, play “Tumbao Flautero” 
and “La Bandenita” which feature different flutes from the Western Hemisphere. 
Explain that flutes are made of natural materials in many different ways all 
around the world, but the basic instrument is the same: a hollow tube or 
cylinder through which our own breath travels to produce sound. 

4. Discuss the pieces: How were the flutes similar?  What different sounds did they 
make? What are descriptors of their musical styles?  What does the music tell 
you about its relative culture?

5. Ask the students to complete the Tubular Perspectives Student Worksheet.

 

REFLECTION
1. Did the student participate in ethnomusicological discussions about music and 

instruments in different cultures?

2. Was the student able to accurately distinguish differences in musical style 
between the two pieces of flute music? 

3. Did the student accurately complete the Student Activity Sheet in mapping and 
researching regional information?

GRADE 5
THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA

THE
C L E V E L A N D  O R C H E S T R A

MATERIALS & SETUP
• Music:
 - “Tumbao Flautero”    

   from Havana Flute  
   Summit

 - “La Bandenita”  
   from Flute Music  
   of the Andes

• Globe/World Map
• Student Worksheet: 

Tubular Perspectives

CONNECTIONS TO 
OH STANDARDS

FINE ARTS
• 1CE Explore and identi-

fy musical instruments 
from different histori-
cal periods and world 
cultures. 

• 3RE Describe how the 
process of learning 
in music connects to 
learning in other arts 
and other subject areas.

SOCIAL STUDIES

• 6. Regions can be de-
termined using various 
criteria (e.g., landform, 
climate, population, 
cultural or economic).

• 10. The Western 
Hemisphere is 
culturally diverse due 
to American Indian, 
European, Asian and 
African influences 
and interactions, as 
evidenced by artistic 
expression, language, 
religion and food.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dz-8_J0ODrs&t=1m9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JE19SUecyjI


Tubular Perspectives Student Worksheet

Name:___________________________________________________      Date:_________________

1. Find and circle Cuba (“Tumbao Flautero”) and the four countries of the Andean community: Bolivia, 
Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru (“La Bandenita”).

Map: By CIA, original political map from Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection; University of Texas Library Online - http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/americas/americas_pol96.jpg



2. Add regional information about each country:

   Country  Climate  Population         Culture          Economy

   Cuba

 
  

   Bolivia

    

   Colombia

    

   Ecuador
    

   Peru


