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Dear Friends,

As we close the books on another fiscal year, I am 
once again astounded and inspired by the incredible 
generosity of  our Northeast Ohio community. You 
support all that we do as Cleveland’s orchestra, 
empowering us to fulfill our mission of  enriching lives 
through the power of  music. Never in The Cleveland 
Orchestra’s history have we reached so many 
people – through community partnerships, music 
education in our region’s most underserved schools, 
and exploration of  classical music’s most important 
masterpieces – and that is all thanks to you. 

When you donate to the Orchestra, you strengthen 
our connection to our hometown, and we are so 
grateful. Thank you for being a donor and for 
supporting America’s finest orchestra. I hope you 
enjoy reading about just a few of  the incredible 
accomplishments made possible by your donations 
this year.

Richard Smucker
Chair, Board of  Trustees
The Cleveland Orchestra

Crescendo, a new music education 
program launched in 2018, provided 
instruments and hands-on instruction 
to students in some of Cleveland’s 
most underserved schools. Teachers 
and administrators report higher 
engagement, better behavior, and 
an eagerness to learn.

You inspired hundreds 
of schoolchildren 
through music. The Cleveland Orchestra, led by Music 

Director Franz Welser-Möst, returned 
to mainland China for the first time 
in over 20 years and garnered rave 
reviews for their 2019 Asia Tour.

You helped us tour the world 
as ambassadors of Ohio.

“Our students were very excited to hear 
about the program. They want to know 
about next year already!” 
—Waverly School Music Teacher Nancy 
Burnett on the first annual Gordon 
Square Music Showcase, which provides 
performance opportunities for hundreds  
of students in Gordon Square

You strengthened ties 
to our community.

The Cleveland 
Orchestra was 
featured on the 
popular PBS series 
Great Performances 
for a fourth time. 

You brought 
extraordinary 
performances 
to life.

“I’m just speechless. Already, this has 
been one of the most formative musical 
experiences I have ever had.”
—Cleveland Orchestra Youth Orchestra 
trumpeter Xan Denker on the ensemble’s 
2019 seven-day European tour

You supported life-changing 
music education opportunities.

Thank you for being a part of our Cleveland Orchestra family!

Your Support. Your Impact. Your Orchestra.

The support of this community has never 
failed to astound me.”

—Richard King 
Horn, The Cleveland Orchestra

“



WHAT YOU MADE POSSIBLE IN 2018/2019

by the numbers

19th tour with  
Music Director  
Franz Welser-Möst 

21 days 

11 performances 

7 cities

Cleveland Orchestra 
Asia Tour2019

260,000+
young people 
have attended a 
Cleveland Orchestra 
concert since 2011

20%
of our audience 
is 25 & below

126
Northeast  
Ohio concerts
alone

15,000+
attended 
Education 
Concerts 
in 2018

22,000+
free Under 18s
tickets provided

world 
premiere

US 
premieres

1
4
10 Cleveland 

Orchestra
premieres

guest 
conductors

42,000+
households reached

increased by 
100% in 10 years

guest 
artists33 82 3

welcomed to 
the Cleveland 
Orchestra family

new  
musicians

Whatever greatness The Cleveland Orchestra has achieved 
is because of all the people here in this community who 
believe in what the power of music can do.”

—Franz Welser-Möst, 
Music Director, The Cleveland Orchestra
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